
IB Contemporary History 
Summer Review 

Historical Document Analysis 
 

Please complete ten (10) historical document analysis forms related to the The 
Great Depression.  I have supplied you with four documents related to the great 
depression in the United States.  You can use these four documents and find six 
more on your own to complete the required ten.  Or, you can choose ten 
documents on your own to complete and write up a historical analysis.  At least 
six of the documents should be about countries around the world that are not the 
United States.    Regardless of the ten documents you choose to use, please 
complete an OPCVL for each one. This is what should be included in the OPCVL 
document:    
 
ORIGIN:   Use the guide to analyzing historical documents to answer questions 
that help you to know what the source is all about, and where it came from. 
 (two – three sentences) 
 
PURPOSE:  In order to determine the purpose of the document, you must be able 
to think as the author of the document.  Use the question prompts on the guide 
to analyzing historical documents to answer questions about purpose. 
 (two – three sentences) 
 
CONTENT:  State the main idea of the document.  What does the document say? 
 (two – three sentences) 
 
VALUE:  Based on who wrote it (origin), when/where it came from, why it was 
created (purpose), and what the source says (content)……what value does this 
document have as a piece of historical information? 
 (one short paragraph) 
 
LIMITATION:  What parts of the story can this document NOT tell or has been left 
off?  What is purposely not addressed in the document?   
 (one short paragraph) 
 
Please complete each OPCVL by referring to the guide I sent out on a separate 
PDF file.  



When you are finding documents or sources about other countries around the 
world, they should be in ENGLISH!!!  Do NOT find sources in other languages.  The 
documents or sources can come from American newspapers or reports, but they 
have to be about other countries impacted by the Great Depression.  Countries 
like:  Germany, France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, China, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, 
and Canada are some examples that might be easy to locate.   
 
Last but not Least, PLEASE print out a part of your document or source.  If the 
document or source is several pages, only print out the first page. 
 
See you soon 
 
Enjoy your last summer of high school.    
 
   


